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Many American Indian 
people living in the 
Maryhill area spoke the 
Sahaptin language. 

Try speaking this 
local Sahaptin 
phrase:

It means
“I love you.”

35 Maryhill Museum Drive
Goldendale, WA 98620
509.773.3733

maryhillmuseum.org

For a free postcard,
show your completed 

guide to the front 
desk. Keep the guide 

as a souvenir!

Front Cover: Columbia River Plateau (possibly Yakama), 
Woman’s dress (detail), mid-20th century, glass beads, 
thread and leather, 45” x 39”. Museum purchase, 
Collection of Maryhill Museum of Art, 1952.9.2.
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Explore the Plateau Area
Before metal pots and pans, baskets 
were used for cooking and storing 
food. Find the Klikitat baskets. Soft 
berries were stored in these hard 
baskets. Can you guess why?

These are called “coiled baskets.” 
They are made by winding strips 
of cedar root together. Bear 
grass is applied to the basket 
in a tile-like decorative 
pattern. Basket makers put 
many di� erent designs 
on their baskets.

Make your own 
design on this basket.

Look for bags with pictures of animals. These bags are 
made by weaving together long pieces of string, hide 
or other material. Twined bags were used to store food 
and household items. Twined bags often 
have animal designs on them. I think 
the animals on this bag are...

This is a Plateau beaded vest.
Can you fi nd the vest in the 
gallery? How many di� erent 
colored beads can 
you fi nd?

Wasco/Wishxam, Twined Sally 
Bag, late 19th century, Indian 
hemp, 63/4” x 41/2” diameter. 
Gift of Mrs. H.E. Selby, Collection 
of Maryhill Museum of Art.

Fun Fact!
Baskets are hard.

Bags are soft!

Draw a bag with animals 
on it in the circle below!

This coiled basket tells a 
story. On the basket is an 
image of a deer and a hunter. 
A salmon gill pattern zigzags 
from top to bottom, and a 
band of singers circles the top. 
What story do you think 
this basket is telling?

Nettie Jackson (Klikitat, 1942–2013) Large Cedar Root 
Berry Basket, 1983. Western red cedar (Thuja plicata), 
beargrass (Xerophyllum tenax) and commercial 
dyes. Gift of Mary Dodds Schlick, in memory of 
William T. (Bud) Schlick, 1925-1992. 2010.03.001.

Columbia River Plateau, Man’s vest, early 
20th century, glass beads, thread, leather and 
cloth, 22” x 17”. Museum purchase, Collection 
of Maryhill Museum of Art, 2009.3.1.
 


